EAST MIDLANDS REGIONAL ASSEMBLY POLICY BOARD

Thursday 29 September 2005

10.30am Toyota Box, Pride Park Stadium, Derb

Members are invited to arrive at Pride Park Stadium between 9.30am and
10.00am to hear the East Midlands Expo keynote address and welcome.
This will take place in the Toyota Suite at 10.00am.

The Policy Board meeting will follow, commencing at 10.30am in the

Toyota Box.
AGENDA
1. Welcome
2. Apologies
3. Minutes of meeting held on 6 July 2005
4. Matters arising not covered elsewhere on the agenda
5. European Issues*
6. Energy Group Annual Report*
7. Promoting Sustainable Development Group Annual Report*
8. Project Work Update*
9. Any Other Business
10. Next Meeting — Friday 2 December in Nottingham

* Report attached
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EAST MIDLANDS REGIONAL ASSEMBLY POLICY BOARD

Meeting held Wednesday 6 July 2005

10.00 am at Nottingham CVS

Present:

Board Members

John Freeman (Chair)

Cllr Reg Shore

Rev. Keith Orford

Jennie Gardner

CliIr lan Fleetwood (substitute)
Cllr Malcolm Waters (substitute)
Gerry Beetles

ClIr John Collins (substitute)

Apologies:

ClIr Eion Watts (Vice Chair)
Cllr Jim Harker

Cllr Dave Wilcox

Cllr Roy Mayhew

Cllr Ernie White

Cllr Marion Brighton
ClIr Neil Clarke

Cllr Danny McCrossan
Tim Garfield

Roger Poole

In attendance:
Lindsey Davies
Richard Woods
Abby Johnson-Brennan
Andrew Morgan

Secretariat:
Yvette Dearden
Alison Hepworth

Cathy Jones
Helen Chadwick

Minutes

Trade Unions

West Lindsey District Council

East Midlands Churches Forum

East Midlands Association of Colleges
Lincolnshire County Council
Northamptonshire County Council
CBI/Business rep

Hinckley and Bosworth Borough Council

Bolsover District Council
Northants County Council
Derbyshire County Council
Northants County Council
Blaby District Council

North Kesteven District Council
Rushcliffe Borough Council
Mansfield District Council
Culture East Midlands

GOEM

Regional Public Health Group
East Midlands European Office
emda

emda




4.1

4.2

4.3

5.1

5.2

John Freeman welcomed the substitutes to the meeting who were attending in
place of those at the LGA conference in Harrogate. He pointed out that he had not
been made aware of the conference dates until it was considered too late to
change the date of Policy Board.

Minutes of Previous Meeting
The minutes of the previous meeting, held on 14™ April 2005, were approved as a
correct record.

Matters Arising

John Freeman reported that Assembly Board, at its meeting on 24" June, had
endorsed Policy Board’s recommendation that Assembly members be given a
presentation similar to that given at the SSP roadshows.

Matters Arising not covered elsewhere on the Agenda
None.

Regional Economic Strategy

The Board received views from its groups and focused its discussion on the
following five questions from the consultation leaflet:

2. Economic Wellbeing

3:  Sustainable Development

12:  Diversity
17:  Energy
18: Infrastructure

Questions 1, 4, 5, 9, 10, 11, 13, 14, 19 and 20 were also considered.

The Board was patrticularly keen to ensure reference is made to the IRS
Framework and the fact that the RES is being developed within this, as this will
help to ensure compatibility and integration with other regional strategies, including
the Regional Spatial Strategy. It was also keen to ensure that sustainable
development is integrated throughout the RES and not seen as a trade off.

The Board discussed its response to the consultation leaflet and agreed
some conclusions to feed into the Regional Assembly’s response to the first
stage of the Regional Economic Strategy review.

Affordable Warmth Strategy

Helen Chadwick reported on the Regional Affordable Warmth Strategy consultation
taking place between 6™ June and 31 August 2005.

The Board did not endorse the current version of the draft strategy but:-



6.1

6.2

6.3

7.1

8.1

8.2

1) Endorsed the need for securing the necessary housing expertise to
address the concerns outlined in paragraph 3.4 of the report.

2) Welcomed the planned approach and invited the resubmission of a
revised document in due course.

3) Welcomed the use of EMIT in developing the strategy and agreed to ask
the Steering Group to ensure the revised document takes on board any
issues raised.

European Issues

Richard Woods from the East Midlands European Office gave a presentation to
Policy Board, setting the context to help the Board in its future identification of the
key issues. The Board recognised that 2005-2007 was a critical time to influence
future European programmes as this will establish the resources and policies that
will directly impact upon the East Midlands until 2013.

It was agreed that handouts of the presentation would be provided to all Policy
Board members as well as those substitute members attending the meeting.

The Board noted the presentation and invited EMEO to report to Policy Board
in September, including an update on progress relating to European
Cohesion and Structural Funds Regulations.

Investment for Health

Lindsey Davies provided the Board with a brief synopsis of a report she had
prepared in advance of the presentation she would give to the Regional Assembly
meeting on 22" July. She highlighted the key issues of smoking, obesity, sexual
health and alcohol consumption.

Annual Reporting Process for Groups

Yvette Dearden provided an update on the Policy Board’s Groups and outlined a
proposed timetable for their annual reporting process.

The Board:-

1) Agreed to establish an Energy Group that will report directly to the Policy
Board and agreed that its terms of reference and membership would be
reviewed at the next Board meeting

2) Agreed to the principle of each Group identifying a Regional Assembly
Champion

3) Noted that the Housing Group would be replaced by a new Regional
Housing Group reporting to a Regional Housing, Planning and Transport
Board within the Assembly

4) Noted that a new regional Public Health Task Force would be created with
Lindsey Davies providing the link to the Investment for Health Group and



that a new chair for the Investment for Health Group will be sought
following the Regional Assembly July meeting

5) Agreed the following timetable for Groups to present their Annual Reports
to Policy Board:

September Promoting Sustainable Development
Energy

December Environment

February Investment for Health

9. Project work Update

9.1 Yvette Dearden provided an update on Policy Board’s key projects and initiatives.
She highlighted the East Midlands Expo to be held on 29" September and the
success to date of the sustainable design competition.

9.2 The Board:-
1) Noted the progress on projects and initiatives
2) Agreed to receive regular update reports at its meetings
3) Noted that the information in the State of the Region Report will be
updated later this year.

10. Any Other Business

10.1 The Board welcomed the announcement that the Olympic 2012 bid had been won
by London and recognised the potential benefits for the region.

10.2 The Board were reminded that their next meeting on 29th September will take
place at East Midlands Expo 2005 at Pride Park, Derby.

10.3 Rev. Keith Orford was attending his last Policy Board meeting and John Freeman
thanked him on behalf of all the members of the Board for his considerable
contributions to the Regional Policy Board.

11. Date and Venue of Next Meeting

11.1 The next meeting of the Regional Policy Board will be held on 29" September at
Pride Park, Derby.
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EAST MIDLANDS REGIONAL ASSEMBLY POLICY BOARD

Thursday 29 September 2005

10.30am

EUROPEAN ISSUES
Synopsis

This report provides members with the opportunity to discuss the
current issues in relation to the Policy Board and its European role and
seeks a Regional Assembly representative on the region’s Programme
Monitoring Committee.

1. Policy Board and European Issues

1.1 The Policy Board's terms of reference sets out the role of the Board with
regard to European issues as being to:

e Provide guidance and advice to ensure that key linkages and
integration are achieved between regional policies and strategies and
with European, National, sub regional and local strategies; and

e Influence local, regional, national, European policy proposals and to
identify policy positions to be adopted by the Assembly

1.2 Atits meeting on 14th April, the Policy Board agreed to set time aside at
a future meeting to examine European issues in greater depth, given the
Board’s lead role in European matters.

1.3 Richard Woods, East Midlands European Office (EMEO), gave a
presentation to Policy Board at its meeting on 6™ July, setting the context
to help the Board in its future identification of the key issues. The Board
recognised that 2005-2007 is a critical time to influence future European
programmes as this will establish the resources and policies that will
directly impact upon the East Midlands until 2013. At this meeting,
Richard Woods will update members on recent developments in relation
to structural funds and the forthcoming rural development consultation.

1.4 At its meeting on 24 June, members of the Regional Assembly Board
also felt that European issues should be discussed at its next meeting.
This will be held on 30 September.

1.5 John Freeman, Yvette Dearden and Richard Woods have recently met to
identify some key issues to help both the Policy Board and Assembly
Board in their discussions. They consider that the following issues need



2.1

2.2

to be addressed to ensure that Policy Board is able to meet its terms of
reference:

I.  The most effective model to ensure that the focus adopted by Policy
Board addresses EMRA's priority issues needs to be agreed and
adopted. It is proposed that the approach is a model driven by the
objectives and priorities in the IRS, as this will ensure a targeted
approach in the most appropriate areas. It will also provide a focus
for EMRA responses to major consultations, for example in relation
to structural funds and rural development.

i. EMRA s involved in European issues through a variety of different
forums and meetings - mechanisms need to be established to
ensure that the messages to and from EMRA are consistent and
co-ordinated.

iii. EMEO should be invited to have a representative on each of the
Policy Board's Groups - the office is currently represented on the
Environment and Health Groups. The EMEO representative would
act as a conduit by providing briefings to the Groups and feeding
key messages from the Groups into the appropriate European
meetings and forums.

iv.  The Policy Board should ensure that European issues are
addressed within the development of regional policy. This will help
to maximise the potential for future funding opportunities during the
implementation stage.

v. The Policy Board should organise stakeholder events, when
appropriate, to help it develop its responses to consultations, for
example - this will help to facilitate its role as the regional voice on
European issues.

Committee of the Regions

Councillor Parsons’ nomination to become an Alternate Member of the
Committee of the Regions up to March 2006 was accepted over the
summer. He will also be an Alternative Member on the Commission for
Culture and Education (EDUC).

At the Regional Assembly meeting on 22 July, Cllr Parsons informed the
Assembly that the Local Government International Bureau had
requested two nominations to the Committee of the Regions from the
Assembly for April 2006 onwards. The Regional Assembly approved ClIr
Parsons to be put forward as the nomination for the permanent full
Member of the Committee of the Regions and Clir Katrina Bull as the
substitute Member. A number of other nominations were proposed to be
considered as part of the national pool of nominations. The Regional
Assembly is awaiting to hear the decision.



3.

East Midlands European Office (EMEO)

3.1 Arrevised funding and partnership model for the future management and

3.2

4.1

4.2

resourcing of EMEO has been developed to take effect from 1 April
2006. Partners have been requested to confirm their acceptance of the
proposal by Tuesday 20" September. A letter has been sent by Nigel
Rudd to confirm the Regional Assembly’s acceptance of the proposal.

The proposed model is as follows:-
General Issues:

e EMRLGA, emda and EMRA will form the management group for
the European Office.

e Partner contributions will ensure a standard information and
support service from the Office. Any additional support from
EMEO will be “purchased” separately.

» All Office stakeholders will meet twice a year, this group will
agree the direction of the annual business plan and review
Office performance.

e Funding levels remain as previously agreed. The Regional
Assembly’s annual contribution will be £20,000.

Specific Local Authority Issues:

e The EMRLGA representative on the management group will be
a Chief Executive from a county or city authority. This Chief
Executive will advise EMRLGA on any relevant matters and the
EMRLGA will liaise with wider local government stakeholders as
appropriate.

e EMRLGA will coordinate the Local Authority subscriptions to the
Office but those authorities that wish to do so can be billed
directly by emda on the basis of an individual Service Level
Agreement. In these circumstances, however, the management
group will remain limited to the three organisations set out
above.

Programme Monitoring Committee

The Programme Monitoring Committee (PMC) oversees the
implementation of the Single Programming Document in the East
Midlands. A new Regional Assembly representative for this Committee is
now sought, as this position has recently become vacant.

It is proposed that a member of Policy Board takes up this position given
the Board’s lead role for the Regional Assembly with regard to European
issues. The role and responsibilities of the Committee are set out in the
Appendix 1 to this report, for Members’ information.



4.3 The key role for the Regional Assembly representative is to provide the
Committee with a regional and strategic perspective. It is anticipated that
the Committee will meet twice a year. Support will be provided by the
Regional Assembly’s secretariat.

5. Recommendation

It is recommended that Policy Board:

) Discusses the current issues in relation to the Policy Board
and its European role; and

i) Nominates a new Regional Assembly representative for the
region’s Programme Monitoring Committee.

Yvette Dearden
Acting Head of Regional Policy and Sustainable Development
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Appendix 1

ROLE AND RESPONSIBILITIES OF THE PROGRAMME MONITORING
COMMITTEE (PMC)

1. This paper outlines the essential features of the operation of the PMC. Its
provisions are based the content of the administrative arrangements chapter
in the final text of the SPD.

2. The SPD Monitoring Committee (PMC) will be formally set up no more
than three months after the programme has been approved.

Composition

3. The Chairman of the SPD Monitoring Committee will be the Regional
Director of the Government Office for the East Midlands or his nominee. In
this region, the Committee will comprise the following members:-

e the Chairman;

e arepresentative of the Regional Development Agency (emda)

e arepresentative of the Regional Assembly

e representatives of Government Departments with specific interest in the
Programme;

e representatives drawn from the sub-regional partnerships in the
Programme area

e social partners

e arepresentative of the voluntary sector

e arepresentative of the Further Education sector

e arepresentative of the Higher Education sector

e arepresentative of the Small Business Service at regional level

e a member representing environmental organisations

e the Chair of the Equal Opportunities Working Group

The Secretariat, the European Commission and, where appropriate, the
European Investment Bank shall participate in an advisory capacity.
Elected representatives of local authorities may, at their discretion, be
accompanied by an observer who may not participate directly in the
business of the meeting. MEPs may observe meetings but may not
participate directly in the business of the meeting.

A full list of members invited to form part of the SPD Monitoring Committee
(the “shadow PMC”) is attached at Annex A.

4. The Chairman may invite other bodies to send a representative if, following
consultation with the Committee, he is of the opinion that those bodies have a
substantive contribution to make in enhancing the implementation of the
Single Programming Document.
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Duties of the Monitoring Committee

5. At its first formal meeting the Committee shall approve detailed provision
for the proper and efficient discharge of the duties assigned to it, including,
the frequency of its meetings. These provisions shall include particularly:

e The procedures and arrangements for selecting individual projects and
actions, including the selection methodology and the operational selection
criteria;

e The arrangements for informing it about the fate of individual projects
submitted for Community assistance;

e Arrangements to review progress towards achieving the specific objectives
of the programme.

e The PMC shall also take on responsibility for programmes managed in the
region during the period 1994-99.

6. The Programme Monitoring Committee shall satisfy itself as to the
effectiveness and the quality of the implementation of the SPD. To this end:

e The PMC shall confirm or adjust the programme complement, including
the physical and financial indicators to be used to monitor the assistance.
The PMC's agreement will be obtained before any further adjustments are
made and approved by the Managing Authority;

e Within six months of approval of the SPD, the PMC shall consider the
criteria for selecting the operations financed under each measure;

e The PMC shall periodically review progress made towards achieving the
specific objective of the programme;

e The PMC shall examine the results of implementation, particularly the
achievement of the targets set for the different measures and the mid-
term evaluation of the programme

e The PMC shall consider the annual and final implementation reports
before they are sent to the Commission;

e The PMC shall consider any proposals to amend the SPD;

e The PMC may propose to the Managing Authority any adjustments or
review of the programme and programme complement in order to help
attain the SPD objectives, or to improve the management of the
programme, including its financial management.

7. In respect of management arrangements, the Programme Monitoring
Committee also:

e advises the Government Office on whether any part of the programme
should be delivered through Action Plans
» advises the Government Office on the need for any working groups.

8. The Committee will meet at least twice a year on dates and at venues to
be decided by the Chairman in consultation with the members. Its business
will be conducted by consensus and in the event of disagreement, it will be for
the Chairman, using appropriate channels, to seek to resolve differences.

10
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9. All papers will be issued to Members and Observers in electronic form
three weeks in advance of Committee meetings, except that any papers
relating to urgent business may be considered at the meeting subject to the
Chairman's discretion. The Secretariat, after consultation with the Chairman
of the PMC, shall not approve or put forward for endorsement an application
or a paper where there are unresolved questions of the implications for public
expenditure of paying grant to a particular body in respect of a
project/measure [or any part of it]; or the aims of the project/measure appear
to the Secretariat to be in conflict with Government policy, or where there are
unresolved issues of Government policy.

10.The Chairman will have power to convene meetings at short notice in the
event of urgent business. The Chairman may also deal with appropriate
measures through written communications with the Committee.

Recommendation

The Committee is invited to note and endorse the provisions described
above.

11
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