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EAST MIDLANDS REGIONAL ASSEMBLY POLICY BOARD

Wednesday 6 July 2005

10.00am, Nottingham CVS

AGENDA

Apologies

Minutes of meeting held on 14 April 2005
Matters arising not covered elsewhere on the agenda
Regional Strategies

Regional Economic Strategy *

(Short Break)

Affordable Warmth Strategy *
Presentations

European Issues *

Investment for Health

Activities of Board’s Groups

Annual Reporting Process for Groups *
Project Work Update *

Other Business

Any Other Business

Next Meeting — 29" September at Pride Park, Derby

* Report attached

Please note:
At 12:47 there will be live coverage of the announcement of the successful
host city for 2012 Olympic and Paralympic Games.
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EAST MIDLANDS REGIONAL ASSEMBLY POLICY BOARD
Meeting held Thursday, 14 April 2005

10.00 am, Nottingham CVS

Minutes

Present:

Board Members

John Freeman (Chair)

CllIr Eion Watts (Vice Chair)
Cllr Jim Harker

Clir Dave Wilcox

Cllr Roy Mayhew

Cllr Reg Shore

Canon Keith Orford

Jennie Gardner

Tim Garfield

ClIr lan Fleetwood (substitute)
Jonathan Harris (substitute)

Apologies:

Cllr Ernie White

Cllr Marion Brighton
Cllr Mick Warner

ClIr Neil Clarke

Cllr Danny McCrossan
Lindsey Davies

Roger Poole

In attendance:

Abby Johnson-Brennan
Andrew Morgan

Austin Brady

Michael Hoar

Secretariat:
Yvette Dearden
Alison Hepworth

Cathy Jones
Helen Chadwick

Trade Unions

Bolsover District Council
Northants County Council
Derbyshire County Council
Northants County Council

West Lindsey District Council
East Midlands Churches Forum
East Midlands Association of Colleges
Culture East Midlands
Lincolnshire County Council
Regional Public Health Group

Blaby District Council

North Kesteven District Council
Notts County Council
Rushcliffe Borough Council
Mansfield District Council
Regional Public Health Group
GOEM

emda
emda
Forestry Commission
Culture East Midlands



4.1

4.2

4.3

5.2

5.3

Minutes of Previous Meeting
The minutes of the previous meeting, held on 31 January 2005, were approved as
a correct record.

Matters Arising
There were no matters arising.

Matters Arising not covered elsewhere on the Agenda
None.

Delivering Regional Priorities

a) Regional Energy Framework for Action

b) Roadshows for Sub-regional Strategic Partnerships
c) Environmental Infrastructure

A joint presentation was given by Alison Hepworth and Helen Chadwick on the
Regional Energy Framework for Action, the roadshows held for Sub-regional
Strategic Partnerships (SSPs) on environment, energy and waste and the
environmental infrastructure project. The Assembly is to take the Framework for
Action forward with the Policy Board taking the lead. The Framework also links to
work of the Planning Board and the Regional Spatial Strategy.

Some final comments on the Energy Framework were still awaited from the emda
Board. The Policy Board agreed the following comments:

e The themes are cross-cutting — ensure this is better emphasised within
the Framework.

e Emphasis is currently placed on new homes - the needs of existing homes
should also be addressed.

e Influencing the public sector is important — ensure this is incorporated.

The Board:-

1) Agreed the Framework for Energy subject to the above comments.

2) Agreed torecommend to the Assembly Board that Assembly members
receive a presentation similar to that given at the SSP roadshows.

3) Noted the progress made on the Environmental Infrastructure project.

Review of Regional Cultural Strategy

A progress report on the Regional Cultural Strategy was presented by Michael
Hoar of Culture East Midlands.

The Strategy will be drafted for full consultation from the end of September.

Culture East Midlands will report back to the Policy Board at its meeting in
December.



5.4

6.2

6.3

7.3

The Board:-

Considered the implications of the process to develop the new Strategy and
noted the key dates within the timeline.

Regional Economic Strategy
Andrew Morgan from emda gave a presentation on the revision of the Regional
Economic Strategy.

It was proposed to create a sub-group of two members from each Assembly Board
to support joint working. John Freeman and Eion Watts agreed to represent the
Policy Board on the sub-group.

The Board:-

1) Noted the timetable for revising the Regional Economic Strategy and the
involvement of the EMRA Boards.

2) Nominated two members, John Freeman and Eion Watts, to join the
proposed sub-group of Regional Board members.

East Midlands Regional Forestry Framework
A presentation was given by Austin Brady of the Forestry Commission on
Space4trees, the East Midlands Regional Forestry Framework.

The Board:-

1) Endorsed the Guiding Principles within Space4trees as the Regional
Forestry Framework for the East Midlands.

2) Delegated to the Chair of the Environment Group, in agreement with the
chair of the Policy Board, approval of the final wording of the published
Framework document and action plan.

EU Rural Development Regulations
It was agreed to set time aside at a future Policy Board meeting to examine in
greater depth European issues, given the Board’s lead role in European matters.

The Board noted the contents of the report on EU Rural Development
Regulations.

Conference on Peripheral and Maritime Regions Statement
The Board:-
Noted the contents of the paper.



10. Any Other Business

10.1 None.

11. Dates and Venues of Next Meetings

11.1 The next meeting of the Policy Board will be held on Wednesday, 6 July at 10.00
am at Nottingham CVS. All future meeting dates are listed in the papers for the
meeting of the Regional Assembly on 22 April.



Item 4

EAST MIDLANDS REGIONAL ASSEMBLY POLICY BOARD

Wednesday 6 July 2005

10.00am

Regional Economic Strategy

Synopsis

This report provides the background information to enable Policy Board
to discuss and agree its response to the first stage in the review of the
Regional Economic Strategy.

1. Background

1.1 At its meeting on 14™ April, Policy Board noted the timetable for
revising the Regional Economic Strategy (RES) and the involvement of
the Regional Assembly Boards. It nominated two members, John
Freeman and Eion Watts, to join the proposed sub-group of Regional
Board members.

1.2 East Midlands Development Agency g}emda) launched the review of the
Regional Economic Strategy on 24™ May. As the first stage in this
review, emda is asking for comments on 20 questions that address
issues to be included in the strategy.

1.3 The consultation leaflet setting out the questions is attached to the
paper version of this report. It can also be accessed via the emda
website at http://www.emda.org.uk/news/newsreturn.asp?fileno=2794

2. Views of Policy Board’s Groups

2.1 A number of Groups reporting to Policy Board have considered the
consultation leaflet. Their views are outlined in the appendix to this
report. This is intended to provide a starting point for the Board in
formulating its response to the consultation at this meeting.

3. Policy Board Response
3.1 To enable adequate time in formulating its response, it is suggested

that Policy Board dedicate an hour and a half of its meeting to this
agenda item.


http://www.emda.org.uk/news/newsreturn.asp?fileno=2794

3.2

3.3

4.1

5.1

It is proposed that Policy Board focuses on the following five questions
as well as the ‘other issues and general comments’ (set out in first
column of table) as priority:

2: Economic Wellbeing

3: Sustainable Development
12:  Diversity

17:  Energy

18:  Infrastructure

It is suggested that Policy Board also agrees a response to questions
1,4,5,9, 10, 11, 13, 14, 19 and 20 but considers these in less detall
than the questions cited above.

Next Steps

Policy Board’s comments will feed into a co-ordinated response from
the Regional Assembly, incorporating the views of this Board, Regional
Planning Board and Regional Scrutiny Board. Regional Scrutiny Board
will respond to emda on behalf of the Regional Assembly.

Recommendation

Policy Board is asked to discuss and agree its response to the
consultation leaflet to feed into the Regional Assembly’s
response to the first stage of the Regional Economic Strategy
review.

Yvette Dearden
Acting Head of Regional Policy and Sustainable Development
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Item 5

EAST MIDLANDS REGIONAL ASSEMBLY POLICY BOARD

Wednesday 6" July 2005

10.00am

Affordable Warmth Strategy

Synopsis

The purpose of this report is to inform Board members about the
consultation currently taking place on a draft Affordable Warmth
Strategy for the East Midlands.

1. Background to the Strategy and its Content

1.1  The consultation period of the draft Regional Affordable Warmth
Strategy commenced on 6 June 2005 and will end on 31 August 2005.
(A previous version of the strategy was produced during December
2004). It is proposed that a final version will then be developed and
launched during the autumn.

1.2  The Regional Public Health Group is leading the development of the
strategy along with National Energy Action (NEA), the national fuel
poverty charity. A Steering Group consisting of representatives from
regional agencies and strategic health authorities was set up during
2004. l1tis proposed in the consultation document that this Steering
Group be formally established as the partnership responsible for the
implementation, monitoring and evaluation of the strategy.

1.3  The strategy covers
e The impact of fuel poverty
e The regional perspective including linkages to other strategies
e How the strategy has been developed
e Ten key aims and
 An Action Plan setting out key tasks and relevant partners

1.4  The consultation asks for specific views on:
e Style, layout, content
e The context for the strategy
e The value of the strategy to current work
e The key aims
e How the strategy could be improved



2.1

2.2

2.3

2.4

3.1

3.2

Summary of Results from East Midlands Integrated Toolkit (EMIT)

Prior to the production of the current draft, an earlier version of the draft
Strategy was appraised by representatives of the Steering Group using
the East Midlands Integrated Toolkit (EMIT).

A number of issues were highlighted and emphasised as a result of
using the toolkit. These included the need to target the implementation
of the strategy at the most deprived and disadvantaged groups and the
strong link that the quality of housing has with mental health. It also
highlighted the issue that programmes to reduce fuel poverty and
achieve affordable warmth could involve local procurement, social
enterprise, investment in housing, raising awareness, engaging with
the community and energy advice as a health promoting activity.

The Affordable Warmth Strategy was deemed to have slightly positive
impacts on:

e  Built environment

e  Community Safety

e  Employment Opportunities
e Enterprise and Innovation
e Health

e Housing

e Learning and Skills

e Lifestyles

e Natural Environment

* Natural Resources

e Social Capital

Neutral or mixed impacts on:
e Culture

Not relevant (eg: no impact) on:
e Location of Development
e Transport and Accessibility

The Action Plan of the current draft strategy includes the proposal to
continue to use the EMIT during its development and implementation.

Comments from Policy Board Groups

Affordable Warmth is of interest to the Policy Board’s Housing, Health
and Energy Groups.

The Investment for Health Group has not, however, submitted a Group
response to this draft document. This is due to the Regional Public
Health Group’s lead role in preparing the strategy. Instead, members
have agreed to submit individual responses from their own
organisation’s perspective where relevant.



3.3

3.4

3.5

3.6

Responses from the Housing and Energy Advisory Groups are
summarised below.

Housing Group

The Group agreed the following:

a) Overall:
Suggestions for improvement made by experienced housing
professionals in response to the previous consultation do not
appear to have been taken on board.

b) Regarding the context for Affordable Warmth in the East
Midlands:
The document demonstrates a lack of awareness and
understanding of relevant housing policy. It is one stage behind
current thinking. It has not fully grasped the significance of the
Decent Homes Standard, nor addressed the challenge arising
from the lack of information about standards in private sector
housing. It needs more emphasis on issues relating to housing
stock and the current associated strategies and policies.

c) Regarding style, layout, ease of access and readability:
The document is longer than necessary, repetitive and appears
to have been written for an internal (health) audience. It still
needs a clear definition of affordable warmth and contains too
many acronyms.

d) The document would be improved by:

e Clearly stating the importance of the Decent Homes
Standard in both sectors (social housing and private
sector). This is of paramount importance

e Analysing the difference between the Decent Homes
Thermal Comfort Standard and affordable warmth.

e Considering what benefits can be gained from Decent
Homes Plus, and how this can be funded

- Effective engagement with a Home Improvement
Agency, a district council, a city council and a
Registered Social Landlord to develop understanding of
current policies and programmes.

Energy Advisory Group

Prior to the publication of the Draft Strategy, the Regional Assembly
and other government agencies were asked to comment on working
draft versions.

Although many of the comments raised by the Energy Advisory Group
comments were taken on board, the draft strategy still does not contain
a clear definition of affordable warmth. The Assembly also suggested
a reduction in the number of aims from 10 to 6, combining some of the
aims where appropriate, but the apparent duplication which gave rise
to these suggestions is still evident .



3.7

4.1

4.2

5.1

In light of the current good practice being carried out at local and sub-
regional level across the region in relation to affordable warmth and the
partnerships which already exist, there is reason to question the value
of a regional strategy. It is welcomed therefore to see that this is an
issue which the consultation does seek comment on.

Suggested response from Policy Board

In light of the reservations expressed by the above Groups, we are
unable to recommend that the Regional Policy Board endorses this
version of the draft strategy.

A plan for closer collaboration and co-operation between public health
and housing staff at GOEM, however, has been agreed with the
intention of securing the necessary housing expertise to address the
concerns which have been raised.

Recommendations

Regional Policy Board is invited to:

i) Endorse the need for securing the necessary housing
expertise to address the concerns outlined in paragraph 3.4
above;

i) Welcome the planned approach and invite the resubmission of
arevised document in due course;

iii) Welcome the use of EMIT in developing the strategy and ask
the Regional Public Health Group to ensure the revised
document takes on board the issues raised by its use.

Cathy Jones
Policy Advisor — Social

Dez Tanzer
Policy Advisor — Housing



Iltem 6

EAST MIDLANDS REGIONAL ASSEMBLY POLICY BOARD

Wednesday 6 July 2005

10.00am

European Issues

Synopsis

This report outlines the first stage of the process to enable the Policy
Board to examine European issues in greater depth.

1. Background

1.1 At its previous meeting, Policy Board agreed to set time aside at a
future meeting to examine European issues in greater depth, given the
Board’s lead role on behalf of the Regional Assembly in European
matters.

1.2 Richard Woods from the East Midlands European Office (EMEQO) will
give a presentation to the Board at this meeting as the first stage in this
process. He will cover a range of issues to allow the Board to take
stock of the current situation. A briefing note based on the presentation
will be developed and provided to Policy Board Members.

3. Next Steps

3.1 In light of the presentation, it is proposed that Policy Board reviews
both its role and the key issues for its future consideration, reporting
back to Regional Assembly Board meetings on the progress made.

4. Recommendation

4.1 Policy Board is invited to note the presentation and discuss its

initial thoughts with regards to its role and the identification of
key issues for its future consideration.

Yvette Dearden
Acting Head of Regional Policy and Sustainable Development



2.2

2.3

™ June to ensure it delivers the EMRA
business plan and in light of the UK Sustainable Development Strategy
published in March.

The issues that impact upon the other Groups are highlighted below.

Housing

ODPM has recently announced that the proposed merger of Regional
Housing Boards (RHBs) and Regional Planning Bodies will go ahead.
Regions are being encouraged to work up their proposals for
implementation, as has been previously reported to Policy Board.



2.4

2.5

2.6

2.7

2.8

2.9

2.10

Following consultation with current RHB members and EMRLGA,
EMRA plans a new Regional Housing Group replacing the current
Regional Housing Board and reporting to a Regional Housing, Planning
and Transport Board within the Assembly. These proposals are set out
in the Regional Assembly Board paper attached as Appendix 1.

Investment for Health (14H)

Following publication of “Choosing Health” as previously reported, the
Deputy Chief Medical Officer has required the creation of a regional
Public Health Task Force and five Task Groups addressing the
“Choosing Health” priorities: Inequalities, Tobacco, Obesity, Sexual
Health and the Public Health Workforce.

These are being established by the Regional Public Health Group to
oversee the implementation of “Choosing Health”, and to embed and
monitor Choosing Health across GOEM and in Local Area Agreements.
The Regional Director of Public Health, Professor Lindsey Davies,
chairs the Task Force and provides links to the 14H Group.
Standardised reporting mechanisms will be developed to minimise
duplication.

Graham Speechley has stood down as Chair for the 14H Group and a
new Chair will be sought following the July AGM when new EMRA
membership nominations are confirmed.

Environment

The Energy Advisory Group is currently a temporary sub group of the
Environment Group. The Chair of the Energy Advisory Group has
requested a review of the role and remit of the Group within the
Assembly structure. His view is that energy is a cross cutting issue with
serious implications for the region’s economy and social wellbeing, as
well as having environmental impact. The region has also secured
significant funding for the Regional Assembly to deliver on the energy
agenda and it therefore has an important strategic lead role to ensure
effective implementation.

Regional Assembly Champions

The issue of establishing an appropriate channel for each Policy Board
Group to contribute to Regional Assembly and other meetings has
been raised by members of some Groups. This is mainly due to not all
Chairs of the Groups being Regional Assembly members.

It is proposed that each Group reporting to Policy Board identifies a
Regional Assembly champion who is able to speak on behalf of the
Group at Regional Assembly and other meetings, as appropriate.



3. Proposed Timetable for Annual Reports

3.1 Inlight of the desire of members to allocate more time to each Group, a
proposed timetable is set out below to allow one or two groups to
attend each Policy Board meeting. The timetable has also been
devised in light of the issues highlighted above.

Board Meeting Group(s) to Attend

September Promoting Sustainable Development
Energy

December Environment

February Investment for Health

3.2 If Policy Board endorses recommendations i) and iv) below, it will also
need to review the Energy Group’s composition and terms of reference
at its meeting in September.

4. Recommendations

4.1 Policy Board is asked to:

i) Agree to establish an Energy Group that will report directly
to Policy Board

i) Agree to the principle of each Group identifying a Regional
Assembly champion

i) Note the current position of the Housing and Health Groups
iv) Agree the proposed timetable for Groups to present their

Annual Reports to Policy Board, as set out in paragraph 3.1
above

Yvette Dearden
Acting Head of Regional Policy and Sustainable Development



