
 
EAST MIDLANDS REGIONAL ASSEMBLY  
ENVIRONMENT GROUP 
 
14 June 2005 10.00am at the Assembly Offices, Melton Mowbray 

AGENDA 
 

1. Apologies for absence. 
 
2. Notes from the last meeting, matters arising and membership.*   
 
ITEMS FOR DISCUSSION: 
 
3. EU Update (Richard Woods) 
 
4. Regional Environment Strategy monitoring review (Alison Hepworth)* 
 
5. Priorities for the regional environment (Alison Hepworth)* 
 
6. Green Infrastructure Phase 1 Scoping study (Matt Doran)* 
 
7. Regional Economic Strategy Review – agreeing the environment messages (Alison 

Hepworth/ David Slinger)* 
 
8. Environment Challenge update (Alison Hepworth)* 
 
9. AOB 
 
10. Dates of next meetings: 
 
Environment Advisory 
Group 

Environment Group Policy Board 

10 February** 18 January 31 January 
15 March 22 March 14 April 
7 June 14 June 6 July 
7 September 13 September 29 September 
 
* report enclosed 
** Derbyshire County Council, Matlock 

Environment Group Agenda 140605 
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EAST MIDLANDS REGIONAL ASSEMBLY 
Environment Group Meeting, 22 March 2005  
at the Regional Assembly Offices, Melton Mowbray, Leicestershire 
 
Summary of key points and actions arising 
 
______________________________________________________________________  

 
Attendees: 
Members: 
Cllr John Bull   EMRA Member (Chair) 
Matt Doran   EMRA Member 
Gwent Paylor  Business 
Douglas Robinson  Lincolnshire CC (sub for Cllr Webb) 
Ian Paterson   English Nature (sub for Rick Keymer) 
Frank Lucas   EMRA Member 
Terry Millar   East Midlands Churches Forum 
Anthony Streeten  East Midlands Heritage Forum 
Gwent Paylor  Business 
 
Advisers: 
Dave Parker   Forestry Commission 
David Slinger   Environment Advisory Group Chair 
Alison Hepworth  EMRA Secretariat 
 
NB the attendance list from the meeting has gone astray – any amendments to the 
above would be most welcome. 
 
Item 1: Apologies for absence were received from: 
 
Cllr William Webb  (sub attended, see above) 
Cllr Roy Mayhew  Northamptonshire County Council 
Hugh Fenton   EMAGE 
 
Item 2: Notes from the last meeting, matters arising and membership 
 

• Alison Hepworth will be attending a working group meeting on the Water 
Framework Directive and the impact on agriculture in Brussels on 25 April. 

• Telephone interviews between Nicky Conway  (Forum for the Future) and Gwent 
Paylow and Matt Doran on the SD Scrutiny Project had taken place. 

• The SSP roadshows will be discussed at the Policy Board meeting on 14 April. 
 
Membership  
 

• As no nominations had been received from ESEP for membership and the Group 
had only three LGA members, it was felt that the Group needed strengthening.  
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Senior figures from the five NDPBs to be asked to join the group.  Graham 
Norbury from GOEM and Anthony Payne from emda had been approached and 
were both keen to attend.    

• It was suggested that Richard Leafe from English Nature may be interested.  
Alison to speak to him and Austin Brady from the Forestry Commission.   

• Alison Hepworth to speak to Environment Agency.   
• Alison Hepworth keen to formalise membership arrangements with the Policy 

Board and to formally put a proposal to them. 
• It was also suggested that the agricultural sector should be represented on the 

Group and that DEFRA (RDS) should be involved. 
 
ITEMS FOR DISCUSSION  
Item 3: Priorities for the regional environment and work programme – Regional 

Environment Strategy Monitoring Review and Outcomes of Workshop 
on 10 February 2005  

3.1 The Review is being done and will be distributed shortly.  It is proposed that Mark 
Fynn from Student Force, currently working for the Assembly on the S.D. Design & 
Construction Project, work an extra month after finishing his contract to analyse the 
indicators and identify where the gaps are.  The website to be updated.  More 
information to be available by the next meeting in June. 

 
3.4 The workshop held in February had been a productive day.  It was proposed that 

for the five priority areas identified, a sub-group would be formed for each area, 
chaired by a member of the Environment Group, to report back with a project 
proposal to the June meeting of the Environment Group. 

 
3.5 The Chair asked for volunteers to chair the sub-groups.  Matt Doran and Terry 

Millar agreed.  It was decided to postpone appointing a chair of the Land 
Management Group or to ask members of that group to choose their own chair.  
The Climate Change group need to pick a project with an environmental theme.  
The group to do a business brief and to then decide who should take it forward.  
The Data Group needed to look at what data was required at regional level.  
English Nature and the Environment Agency have a strong interest in this. 

 
3.6 Dave Slinger presented a paper on the Environment Group Work Programme and 

General Guidance to Project Groups.  The following comments were noted:  
• Was it specifically related to the Environment Group rather than the S.D. 

Group? 
• Was it something promoted at regional level? 
• Should show links to Regional Environmental Strategy. 
• The Group should suggest a chair to lead on from this and to talk to 

potential partners. 
• To look at other regions to note what work they are doing. 
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3.7 Alison Hepworth queried whether projects needed to be delivered by the 
Environment Group or by partners on behalf of the Environment Group.  Projects 
should be in line with EMRA’s business plan and the IRS Environment objectives. 

 
Item 4: Space4trees – East Midlands Regional Forestry Framework 
4.1 Dave Parker from the Forestry Commission reported on responses to the 

consultation draft which had received broad support.  In response to the 
consultation the focus would shift to a more limited area of objectives.  The final 
text of the strategy document should be finished within the next couple of months 
and the document published in the summer.  Government Offices, local authorities 
and private businesses had responded to the consultation.  A summary of the 
responses would be made available on the Space4trees website.   

 
4.4 With reference to page 7 of the document referring to “most planted ancient 

woodland sites”, it was felt that the word “most” should be removed.  This to be 
looked at again by the Forestry Commission.   

 
4.5 It was recommended that the document be passed to the Policy Board for 

endorsement of the Guiding Principles as a basis for the Framework.   
 
Item 5: Environmental Infrastructure Phase 1 Green Infrastructure Scoping 
Study – Interim Report  
5.1 Matt Doran reported on the Workshop.  The areas agreed to be mapped had been 

chosen as their characteristics could be identified in other parts of the region.  
Social and economically deprived areas had also been covered, together with 
areas for regeneration.  It was agreed that the area around the N.E. Derbyshire 
coalfields should extend to join up with the Greenwood Forest being done 
separately by the Forestry Commission.  . 

 
5.2 A second stakeholder workshop was to be held on 4 May.  The National Forest 

would be included in the second workshop..  NB the date of the 2nd stakeholder 
workshop has now been put back to 17 June to allow the consultants enough time 
to cover the extra agreed areas.  Venue required for this.   

 
5.3 Alison Hepworth noted that the Regional Environment Infrastructure Fund (REIF) 

would be picked up in Phase 2 and commented that it was hoped to hold a national 
meeting in Melton, possibly at PERA, for everyone involved in Green Infrastructure 
nationally.  Alison Milward could be invited to again present the study and to 
facilitate a discussion session.  It was planned that the event would be a working 
day to share information and good practice.  Representatives from GOEM, emda 
and the Assembly to be invited, plus senior civil servants.   

 
5.4 After discussion it was felt it would be better to hold the event in either Nottingham, 

Derby or Leicester, possibly at emda, because of transport links.  The national 
event to be recommended to the Policy Board.   
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Item 6: Proposals for a Regional Landscape Forum 
6.1 This Forum has links to the Planning agenda and MKSM.  A landscape character 

assessment is ongoing at county level.  After discussion it was felt there should be 
more promotion of the use of landscape character assessment in the planning 
process.  A clear statement of the objectives of the Forum was needed with more 
work being done to decide the aims and objectives.  These comments to be 
notified to Ruth Fish with a further invitation to attend a further Environment Group 
meeting. 

 
Item 7: Environment Challenge Update 
7.1 A brainstorming session was held on 4 February to discuss the setting up of an 

environmental challenge.  The proposed conference will be arranged to launch the 
environmental challenge.  This conference will take place on the same day and at 
the same venue as both the SD Expo and the EiForum Showcase.  Suggested title 
for the conference “Investing in the Environment”.  Further discussion needed on 
public sector green procurement and other proposed sectors.   

 
7.3 The National Forest are interested in taking part and would be part of the Land-

based industries group.  Regeneration opportunities may not form part of the 
Challenge this year.  The area to focus on needs to be decided and then 
sponsorship sought.  Alison Hepworth to find examples of areas to cover.  A further 
report to be prepared for the June meeting with draft examples. 

 
Item 8: Consultation on Environment Agency Water for Life and Livelihoods 
8.1 The Assembly needs to respond to the consultation as it is a significant document 

for the Assembly and its work.  The East Midlands is covered by two different 
areas on the Environment Agency boundaries.  Dialogue is needed between the 
Assembly and the Environment Agency about the IRS, the Regional Environment 
Strategy, the RSS as well as the Environment Agency strategy for River Basin 
Planning.   

 
8.2 Alison Hepworth asked for comments on the document by 29 April to be entered in 

to the Assembly’s response.  The Environment Group’s response to be agreed by 
the Chair of the Environment Group with the Chair of the Policy Board before 
submission.   

 
Item 9: Items for Information 
9.1 E.U. Environmental Rural Development Regulations.  The East Midlands stands to 

lose out on the amount of money it can attract.  The Policy Board will take this item 
forward.  The timetable needs clarifying.  Richard Woods from the East Midlands 
European Office will provide a briefing to the Policy Board.   

 
Item 10: Any Other Business 
10.1 Environment economy report will be brought to the next meeting. 
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10.2 English Nature have received £850,000 from DEFRA to support regional 
biodiversity processes.  A Biodiversity Co-ordinator to be appointed.   

 
10.3 A regional biodiversity pamphlet has been published by Lincolnshire County 

Council. 
 
Item 11: Dates of Next Meetings 
 
Environment Advisory 
Group 

Environment Group Policy Board 

10 February** 18 January 31 January 
15 March 22 March 14 April 
7 June 14 June 6 July 
7 September 13 September 29 September 
 



 
 
EAST MIDLANDS REGIONAL ASSEMBLY       Item 4 
Environment Group  
14 June 2005 
 
 
The Regional Environment Strategy – Monitoring Review 
 
SYNOPSIS 
This briefing note provides a brief summary of the monitoring review of the 
Regional Environment Strategy.   
 
1. INTRODUCTION AND BACKGROUND 
1.1   Introduction –  
 The Regional Environment Strategy monitoring review is presented as a draft for 

discussion.  The review provides an update of the wording of indicators, targets and 
actions, where needed, and identification or review of baseline information with 
reports on the progress made so far.  A key element was a request for good 
examples and information for case studies so that we can start to build up a picture 
of how much we have achieved for the regional environment over the last five 
years.   

 
1.2 Structure of the report 
 The review report has been divided for convenience into the five component areas: 

people and heritage, air, land and land use, water and natural heritage.  Each 
component section is headed by a summary which is still draft, but is intended to 
catch the essence of the issue under discussion as it stands at the end of 2004.  
Progress made on the indicators, targets and actions is supplemented where 
possible by an indication of how this will improve the environment.  The structure of 
the report as presented is intended to ease the insertion of the information to the 
relevant section of the actions4environment website.   

 
2 Progress reported and gaps 
2.2 Partners who agreed to lead on the various actions, indicators and targets also 

agreed to report back by the end of September 2004 on the progress made.  This 
process has taken longer than was envisaged.  There are still a few gaps in 
information and these are highlighted in Appendix 1.  This information is being 
shared with the lead partners and some gaps should be filled as a result of 
discussions so that the final agreed document is more complete than at present.   

 
2.3 The Environment Advisory Group agreed to assist in the process of finalising and 

tightening the wording of the document.  A series of virtual sub groups are being 
formed to do this, incorporating the agreed lead partners for each action or 
indicator.  A new draft of all sections highlighting the key messages and evidence 
base will be circulated for comments by the end of July.  The final document can be 
presented to the next Environment Group meeting in September.  The final 
document will be accompanied by an executive summary which will encapsulate the 
key messages from each summary section.   

 
3 Moving forward 
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3.1 There is a proposal that an analysis of regional environmental indicators is 
undertaken and the Countryside Agency has kindly offered funds to cover this work.  
This needs to link to the area of work covered by the time limited sub group on data.   

 
3.2 It is intended that the results of the review will be placed on the 

actions4environment website.  An executive summary will also be produced.  
However there are no funds to do this in the manner that was originally intended.   

 
4 Recommendations 
4.1 Environment Group members are asked to: 

• Discuss and comment on the information presented, the format of the reports and 
the information about gaps.   

• Make suggestions as to the important issues that need to be highlighted in the 
review – through the summary sections.   

• Recommend the proposal about environmental indicators be taken forward by the 
data sub group to the Environment Group 

• Discuss whether or not this process needs to be repeated every year, or every five 
years and advise the Environment Group accordingly.   

• Start to think about whether we need to be advising the Environment Group that the 
Regional Environment Strategy should be revisited in its entirety (after 5 years).   

 
Alison Hepworth 
Environment Policy Adviser 
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